THE FLOWER FESTIVAL D BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL, JUNE 2016
Account by JEREMY DUERDEN Chairman of the Frie‘ndiof Blackburn Cathedral

The Flower Festival at Blackburn
'/ Cathedral was an initiative of, organised
by, and funded by the Friends of
Blackburn o Blackburn Cathedra |. It was assisted by
generous sponsorship by Barton Grange
ID Garden Centre , the principal sponsor, but GARDEN CENTRE
also by Blackburn Business

Improvement District and many others.

Its purpose was to celebrate the completion of the development at the Cathedral and was two years or so in
the planning which was overseen by the Council of the Friends of Blackburn Cathedral, but in the hands
principally of Karen Brooke and Lowri Cope (above, right) who visited many such festivals throughout the
Country and picked the best of the ideas from the best festivals. It took on the nature of full-time work for
them over that period.
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The principal deS|gner was Bill Dixon a deS|gner of international renown whose contacts were called upon
to make the various arrangements which adorned the wonderful light spaces in Blackburn Cathedral over
four days towards the end of June. Bill Dixon was assisted by Hans Haverkamp , another renowned flower
arrange:.

One of the areas of decoration was the Journey, the 15 paintings representing the Stations of the Cross,
painted by Penny Warden , who was present throughout the event with an exhibition of her flower-themed



paintings which were offered for sale, with half the proceeds going to the Friends in support of their work.
She was delighted by the way in which the displays added to the understanding of her original artwork.
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“Other members of the Council of the Friends took various réles, such as Laurence Wood playing his cello
for many hours during the opening hours, and his wife Maureen catering for the breakfast needs of the many
arrangers who spent the first three days of the week setting up the floral displays.



The Hon. Treasurer of the Friends of Blackburn Cathedral, Tony Cope , handled sales of tickets in the Box Office in
Church House, and kept a careful check on finances throughout the period from the forming of the plan to hold the
event, a substantial task given the period of development of the event, and in addition to his duties in respect of the

normal activities of the Friends. He also provided useful storage space at his worksO premises for the equipment bought
to display the arrangements.
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North Transept giant flower



Raymond Smith , known to many members of the congregation at Blackburn Cathedral by his watering can
as he busies himself with the regular displays of flowers through the year, j , :

also a Council Member, was Ochief waterer® after the individual arrangei

had left, and spent hours making sure that none of the displays dried out.
Raymond was also responsible for creating some of the displays in the

North Transept! f

Val Edge, (L) another Council Member, has a lot of friends, many of
whom were persuaded to take turns to act as stewards to assist visitors |
when the doors were open, and was assisted by Felicity Ackroyd (R)
also a Qouncil Member.
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exhibition in the Crypt and the Cathedral
grounds organised by Jean Duerden (seen [+
here with Penny Warden) and run in @%
conjunction with Blackburn with Darwen
# | Council who once again put on the .
OCountryside comes to TownO event Whl(
= took full advantage of the open space to the = i :
f cast of the Cathedral where the Boulevard = -
Y. once stood.
4 There were all sorts of stalls, and at one
‘end of the Friends Marquee, Nadiya
Hussein signed copies of her recipe book, while choir parents sold

cakes at the other end and raised a good sum for choir funds.
The Crypt housed a few tables where organisations such as the
1 W Friends, Friends of Music, Cathedral Appeal and the Prayer Book
‘| Society were available to talk to visitors about their work. John
Bertalot was a constant presence ably assisted by Stewart
R A Hopkinson, Peter Mather a Council Member, Ann Dean DL,
.1&}*\ ﬁ‘ Canon Andrea Titterington , Vice-Chair of the Friends of

o SEReE s S5 Blackburn Cathedral, and Jeremy Duerden .

In addition to the flowers, there were several evening events, the opening reception on the Wednesday
evening, where the patron, Lady Ann Shuttleworth welcomed visitors, the black tie dinner in the Northcote
CafZ where those present were treated to the superb quality food now served there, on the Thursday,
cocktails and jazz in the Night Garden on Friday and a sublime concert of French music given by i Fagiolini,
through the good offices of Samuel Hudsog on the Saturday evening.

In all, it was a highly successful event which ralsed a good sum for the Frlends of Blackburn Cathedral to
apply to the beautification and support of Blackburn Cathedral, as well as raising the profile of this wonderful
building and its community.

Having had advance warning of coach-loads of visitors, David Thornton , a retired police chief inspector,
was on duty all day, every day in his dayglo yellow vest to direct coaches to their parking place after dropping
the visitors at the end of the drive up to the West Door. Traffic jams were entirely averted.

The Coach-loads of visitors from outside the County were able to go home with tales of the jewel which is
LancashireOs Cathedral.
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On the FestivalOs first morninglerem erden was coming

out’  Bishop Julian & Mrs Henderson and The Lord Lieuté\:ant
of the tea tent, which had tables and chairs.teady for customers ;
How good it was to see Ge
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who was visiting us for the Festiva
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tU'rp *‘his festival‘* \
S|gno the flowers -~
_ Penny WardenOs
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e blood d flower:
‘thorns lllﬁs[%rled The Crucifixion
— so vividly .
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